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THRONGING WITH MEMORIES

Old Panama and New A Student of History Must Revel in Its

Legends The Narrow Path Between the Two Oceans Pressed

By Many Famous Feet

ImnsrlnnlUc anil Historical
Then felt I like some watcher of the

skies
When a new planet swims into his

ken
Or like stout Cortez when with eagle

eyes
He stared at the Pacific and all his

men
Lookd at each other with a wild

surprise
Silent upon a peak in Darien
Did that passage from Keats rise in

the memory of the President as his
feet for the first time touched that won
dcrland down there Did he think of
Cortez and Balboa and of Plzzaro
Those men who in long agone centuries
roamed over its swamps and marshes
waded its rivers ravished its women
and massacred its men Where the
President spent four days last week
has been the breeding ground for ah
the pirate novels and the Indian ro-

mances
¬

of three or more centuries
Indeed the early histories of the terri-
tory

¬

are little more than the wild ro-

mancing
¬

of writers who taw little but
guessed much of the conditions on that
narrow neck of land which divides two
great oceans and joins two great con-

tinents
¬

Even the discoveries there were part
and parcel of the romance Columbus
tried to discover a passage and failed
And failure was a crime for he re-

turned
¬

to Spain in irons to die in a hut
altho he did a greater thing in discov-
ering

¬

the great North American Conti-
nent

¬

of which fact however he died
In ignorance

Oh the shame of it all that the man
who wittingly or unwittingly should
have made old Spain mistress of the
seas for centuries should have died in
degradation and misery and want And
what a shock the sly jade of fortune
gives us when we are obliged to re ¬

member that the glories of the placid
Pacific were discovered by a stowaway
an impecunious adventurer a foncin
master who was so in debt that he
dared not try to leave Hispuiioia
without the permission of the author
ties and this he also dared not ask for
Drison would be the penalty

Vasco Nunez de Balboa Every child
knows that name yet liow many know
that the Spaniard who bore it got out
of Spain in a barrel among a lot or
provisions that were to be shipped to
the new west world and thus formed
a part of the stores of the adventurers
who came over with Ojcda the pol
lshed Nicuesca and the lawyer Encls-
co among the very first of his Ilk to
seek the new domain

Balboa came like a craven hut he
soon became a commander He is do
scribed as being clever crafty cour
ageous forward in enterprise good
humored and handsome With such
characteristics is it matter for wonder
that he succeeded He in spirit ol
adventure beciuse he had been in
formed by Indians that gold and gems
riches untold lay beyond the marshes
and sluggls h rivers of the Atlantic side
of the land upon which they had rquat- -
ted and offered to lead them to this
land And so they started The Presi
dent made the trip in four hours from
ocean to ocean Balboa and his fol
lowers spent 23 days of almost incred
ible hardship in crowing the Islhmus
of Panama On the 2th day of Sen
tember 1513 a Rlinip e of the great
Pacific dawned upon them and Balboa
so legend says went to the top of the
mountain VA Cerro Gigante command
ing his followers to remain below that
he might by himself behold the glories
and claim the honor for Spain of being
the first man of the Old World to sec
the New World ocean Falling on his
knees he gave thanks to God for the
favors shown him in his being the first
man to discover and behold this sea
says ancient history

Irom n Scotchman Viewpoint
There is a pretty story called Da-

rien
¬

written by Eliot Warburton and
In It is a canny Scot who has some Ideas
about Ealboa and his exultation over
his discovery But of a the uninspired
Impressions I think that Balboa when
first he saw the great southern ocean
burst in upon his slcht maun hae hidthe most glorious vision a vision ofthings that could no be uttered a vis-
ible

¬

vague prophetic glory a good
that was to come upon the earth in
latter days Nae doot the avericious
auld trooper understood little enough
what sublime sensation was swelling
nis mino anu tnougnt it was all mere
gold gold gold that fired his fancy
with glorious images that he could na
hapc But there was something grand

too in how he hasted down to the new
ocean an rushed in till it breast high
brandishln his sword over his head
and shoutin out Inhabitants of two
hemispheres Spaniards and Indians
both I call ye to witness that I tako
possession of this part of the universe
ior tne crown of Castile What my
arm hath won for that crown my sword
fchall defend And sac sure- - enough
iui miriy iuu years did tne bluidy
Eword of Spain oppress them sairly

Sairly indeed
Then for a century or more Panama

and Darien were beset by pirates and
buccaneers who plundered and ravaged
the towns built by the Spaniards burn
ed their houses and laid waste their
lands just for sheer love of crime
There can be no excuse for anything
that these bloodthirsty cutthroats did
Panama which the ancients of that
time describe as a dream city was
burned over and over again Formerly
on a cllft that jutted out into the sea
It was finally located nearly five miles
farther back on the mainland In thnse
days Spain was in the very zenith of
her power her fame her wealth In
Old Panama the splendor of the mothercountry was reproduced With thepearls of the islands the gold fromDarien and the Central American coastand the other treasures of gold andsilver and precious stones drawn fromthe treasure houses of old Mexico and
feru Ianama was rich rich ami rim
ously reveled In a luxury that rivalcl
nnytning mat spam had ever known
and there was a dash and a pleasure
aooui 11 an uiai ira more Asiatic than
Spanish in character

There was a vice regal court grand
and imposing prouu anu brave noble
men hung about the Viceroy who was
kingly in power and In surroundinci
Along those wonderful highways built
by Spain to connect the Pacific with the
Atlantic remains of whose paving are
yet to be seen women famed for beauty mounted on Andaluslan chargers at-
tended

¬

bv obseanlous servants nnrl nn- -
blemen for gallants went to church
and made love to tho men who fol

lowed them That was say 200 years
ago To day not a house remais in-
tact

¬

in that city once considered the
key to the Pacific and the Gate to the
Universe is silent and overgrown by a
dense tropical forest that has been
slowly hiding away these remnants of
glory for two centuries

InnamnN Former GrcatnexH
The earliest church in America was

built down there in Darien and it was
named as was the Isthmus for Santa
Maria de la Antigua del Darien the
saintess And it was down there that

the South Sea Bubble No 1 went into
thin air and nearly wrecked Old Eng-
land

¬

in the crash Oh jes indeed
there has been history on Isthmus
and its environs to spare and it is safe
to say that there is not a single page of
it that is not embellished with a deaths
head and crossbones with murder
massacre bitter jealousies graft greed
avarice blood

Panama was once a walled city and
those walls cost over 11000000 some
200 years ago when Indian labor was
not worth a penny a day In many
places notably the battery the walls
and masonry were In excellent shape
when wo got hold of things The famous
cathedral of Panama is one of the show
places and has passed its 128th anni-
versary

¬

The building as will be seen
has two lofty towers of a pure Moorish
type whose domes of stone are covered
with a cement for which the early
Spaniards were famous and In which
are Imbedded thousands of pearl shells
with the pearly side out They are
worked into various designs on a field
of red cement There are huge doors
columns niches for the 12 apostles and
one above for Virgin Mary

But one might go on forever about
this wonderland of Panama where civ
ilizations have risen and died out risen
and died again Five times the old city
has been destroyed by fire and by

and still it lives and its
people nourish until yellow jack pajs
them a visit and then weaker die
and a new generation comes on the
field of action

Of ail these things the President must
be thinking as he wades around in this
big ditch trying to find out where all
the millions and millions and millions
of dollars that have first and last been
taken to Panama have gone to and
what sort of a white ally they have
to show for all the

By the way the name Panama
means Big Fish

-

Can it be possible that that accounts
for all the fishy stories that come from1
down there I

The President got to Colon In a rain
storm and it has been raining on him
every minute of every hour since he
got there In white overalls and g- -
loshes he has been sloshing around
and learning at first hands the things
he ought to have been able to get from
trusted employes and friends He land-
ed

¬

earlier than was expected of course
and so the city authorities and the
school children were not on hand to
greet him according to schedule but
as soon as It was found that the dis¬

tinguished guest was on land Messrs
Shonts and Stevens hiked themselves
down to the landing and shortly after-
ward

¬

President Amador got there and
carried Pwsldent and Mrs Roose-
velt

¬

off to breakfast
The rrexlilrntH Doing

At S a m the train which consisted
of four cars decorated left
Colon for Panama The first stop was
made at Gatun the school chil-
dren

¬

were paraded speeches of wel ¬

come were delivered and patriotic songs
wero sung The ceremony was repeat-
ed

¬

at Bohlo and all the stations to
Matachln President Roosevelt thank-
ing

¬

all the welcoming He
looked happy and was the picture of
health

The main street of Colon and the
shipping In port were decorated with
flags In honor of President Rooseveltd
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visit but there was no excitement any
where

President Roosevelt much engrossed
with Jamaica and the West Indian la
bor question hus requested Mr Delish
er editor of the Jamaica Gleaner who
was received with other newspaper men
on board the Louisana and British
Consul Mallet to meet him at the Tivol
Hotel Ancon in order to discuss the
labor question and tho present condi
tions in Jamaica

The President has shown himself
very impatient of the social features
of the trip as planned for him feelin
that he lias little enough time for the
business He left the Tivoli Hotel on
a special train shortly after 7 oclock
of the second morning to make an in-

spection
¬

of the canal work He was
accompanied jy Mrs Roosevelt and
other members of tlft party The train
proceeded slowly to permit him to see
everything that was being done There
was a steady rain and this interfered
with the inspection somewhat

At S30 the Presidential train arrived
at Pedro Miguel some steam
shovels were at work The President
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expenditure
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handsomely

delegations

had his train stopped for the purpose
of making a personal examination At
this point in tho cut the peculiar soil
conditions have resulted in more or less
frequent landslides and this fact was
brought to the Presidents attention

President Roosevelt descended from
his train and climbed up on one of thfc
steam shovels taking a seat alongside
Engineer Gray whom he subjected to
a searching fire of questions regarding
the work During his conversation En ¬

gineer Gray took the opportunity on
behalf of himself and the other engi-
neers

¬

to declare that unlike the rail-
road

¬

engineers they were not paid for
overtime The President promised to
look into the matter He stayed on the
steam shovel about 20 minutes By this
time It was raining hard

President Roosevelt told Chief Engi-
neer

¬

Stevens that he wanted to see all
the works In connection with excava ¬

tion even to the temporary laying of
tracks With this In view he boarded
a work train near Pedro Miguel and
went on to the next point where steam
shovels were at work Here there was
no danger of landslides

The Presidential train continued on
the regular lino toward Panama Tho
work of the second steam shovels was
observed and the Piesident made a
detour to examine the site of the Pedro
Miguel Lock

The Cnlclirn Cut

At about 25 minutes past 3 the Presi-
dent

¬

enteicd the deep portion of Cule
bra Cut his train going slowly in order
that he might observe the workings of
the drill machines and shovels One
shovel was decorated with a sign read-
ing

¬

We will do our best to help you
build it

The President spent some time in
the deepest portion of the cut
last Sunday 22 tons of explosives were
used to throw down 35000 cubic yards
of material

I i 4 tr IpMBBBKffBlllipMilSl

GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL

where

WACIIINGTON THURSDAY NOVEMBER

where

where

The rain was now coming down in
torrents and the water poured In rivu ¬

lets down the funnel shaped sides of
the famous cut Several charges of
dynamite were exploded In order that
the President might see the effect after
which he went back to his own train

Mr Roosevelt displayed great Inter ¬

est in the work He lunched at the
residence of the chief engineer at Cule
bra

Wearing white overalls he wadedthru the rain and mud to look at thework in the Culebra Cut He also In-
spected

¬
the Culebra Hotel the peniten ¬

tiary commissary and other places Ha
talked with the employes and com ¬

mented upon the conditions prevailing
in the Canal Zone

At Rio Grande the rain was stillfalling heavily Mr Stevens pointed
out to tho Preside t the laborers quar-
ters

¬

under construction there The
President decided to leave his trainagain and inspect personally the sleep-
ing

¬

quarters of the Jamaicans Ho in ¬
quired how the men were fed and pa-
tiently

¬

listened to their complains liewent thru the commissary where hisvisit was unexpected and also pene-
trated

¬
Into the living quarters of thefamilies of several Jamaican laborer

This inspection lasted for three quarters
of an hour and the President was wet
thru and thru and bespattered with
mud

After tho Presidential party had
lunch with Mr Stevens at 1 oclock

I
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tlie ladies of the party returned to Pan
ama

At Matachin President Roosevelt
went thru the machine shops the foun
dries and the planing mills

The President has attended several
social functions shaken hands with
everybody who wanted to so greet him
lias made several speeches and In every
way has borne himself exactly as he
docs when at home In the United
States Ho has been received with sa
lutes fireworks delegations of officials
and of school children and says he is
as fit as can be for the remainder of his
visit on the Isthmus

Ancient IINIory
Perhaps a little ancient history

about the canal idea will not be amiss
The Idea of connecting the Atlantic

and Pacific Oceans by way of the Cen
tral American isthmuses is by no means
new That for uniting them by tho
Isthmus of Panama is almost coinci-
dent

¬

with Balboas discovery of the Pa
cific 1513 In Kings Wonders of
the World we read In the town li-

brary
¬

of Nuremberg is preserved a
globe made by John Schoner in 1520
It is remarkable that the passage tnru
the Isthmus of Darien so much sought
after in later tim t is on this globe
carefully traced Gomera 1510 GO

the historian was the first to advocate
a union of the oceans by means of a
canal Philip II of Spain proved an
implacable enemy to all such schcmJS
The Tehuantepec Nicaragua and Da
rien routes were discussed In tho ICth
century and the Dutch it Is alleged
made complete plans for a canal over
two centuries ago But no steps wer
taken to carry out any plan until Fer
dinand dc Lesseps of Suez fame con
vened in Paris in May 1S79 ah Inter
national Congress to discuss the plan
of cutting thru the Isthmus of Panama

A plan previously prepared by De
Lesseps was adopted and a concession
from tho United States of Colombia to
Lieut Lucien Napoleon Bonaparte
Wyse of the French Navy who had
made a hasty and partial survey was
sold to the prospective Panama Canal
Company On Feb 28 1SS1 the first
detachment of canal employes arrived
at Colon surveys were at once made
and the building of camps hospitals
etc followed In 1882 the Canal Com-
pany

¬

purchased the Panama Railway
De Lessepss Engineering Commission
to Panama In 1S80 estimated that a
canal could be made for 843000000
francs Do Lesseps reduced their fig
ures to 000000000 francs or 24000
uoo and announced that a canal a
niveau or tide level canal could bo
completed for that sum Later he In
vited delegates to meet him at Panama
In 1888 for its opening Loans followed
year after year

Ilankruiitey
Meantime great Interest charges ac-

cumulated
¬

and became burdensome
while little real progress was made In
the Autumn of 1888 further borrowing
became impossible The company was
forced Into liquidation Jan 1 1889 Its
bond and share Indebtedness was
roughly estimated at f 70000000 inter-
est

¬

charges over 4000000 with per-
haps

¬

a fifth of the real work done
There were over S 50000 holders ot
shares in France Shortly after the
crash a liquidator wis named by the
Court of the Seine h 1S90 a commis-
sion

¬

of French and other engineers was
sent to the Isthmus by him Their re
port was very discouraging Valuable
plant estimated at about 6000000
was rusting away much already use-
less

¬

The tide level cut at Colon was
rapidly filling in and tho fine harbor
shallowing owing to the cut In 1891
the Government of Colombia granted
to the Panama Canal Company an ex-
tension

¬

of 10 ycara Irom 1893 in which
to finish their contract provided oper
ations should be resumed before Feb-
ruary

¬

1893 De Lesseps seemed to have
entered upon the plan without sufficient
knowledge It is also alleged that much
money was squandered thru extrava
gance and incapacity Moreover many
hundreds or the workmen were swept
away by tropical diseases yellow and
pernicious fevers dysentery etc tii6
climate of the Isthmus being pestilen
tial and death dealing Indeed tho
Isthmus and its towns are hotbeds of
malignant disease which is distributed
thence by passing merchandise to all
quarters Back In 1549 one old resi-
dent

¬

said You may begin your canal
nut you win not nmi trees enough to
make crosses for the graves of your
laborers who die

Great and apparently Insurmountable
obstacles to a tide level canal are tho
marshes and quicksands on the Atlantic
coast The unruly Chagres periodically
overnows and nils the valley of the
Isthmus In 1879 a flood lasting four
days swept ail before it and covered
the railway with 12 feet of water Then
there are serious natural obstacles In
the line of the canal as the swamps
and volcanic ledges on the Panama
side Earthquakes too occur in Sep-
tember

¬

1882 much damage was done
to both Isthmian cities and tho Panama
Railway by a severe earthquake whilst
a tidal wave swept the islands and
coast of the Gulf of Darien on the At-
lantic

¬

side causing great destruction of
life and property Tp natural obstacles
must be added the great cost of labor
and living Tho long wet season of
nearly eight monhs causes delays and
damages to cuttings

The PreMliIeat Ilriinrfure
Tho President spent all of Saturday

In making an Inspection of tho canal
lino He made numerous suggestions
where an improvement seemed neces ¬

sary as to the way in which changes
should bo made The special train
reached Cristobal at midday and the
President took luncheon at the resi ¬

dence of Walter G Tubby Superintend-
ent

¬

of Construction Afterward the
President made a house-to-hou- se in-
spection

¬

of Cristobal
The special train reached Colon at 4

oclock The President rode on horse-
back

¬

over the entire town He-- deliv
ered a 10 minute address to the people
rrom a nrnige at tne depot in which he
expressed gratification at his reception
on tne istnmus

He thanked tho people for their co
operation In the gigantic work which
he said would benefit mankind Tho
President closed by expressing his In
tention to sustain the Panama Republic
in tne exercise of its sovereign rlchls

Tho visit of the President createdgreat enthusiasm The ships in the
harbor wore beautifully illuminated
anu mere was a display or nreworks In
the evening

At 830 oclock President Roosevelt
reached Pier No 11 where there was
an enthusiastic gathering of at least
800 persons principally canal emnlovos
at Cristobal and other points along the
line Here the President ascended tho
bandstand and made a 30 mInute
speech

President Rooscwlt said nln he wns
so impressed with the magnitude andgreatness of this work that he would
like to see one of his sons engaged
therein He congratulated all the hoals
of departments upon the work being
uone anu witn especial warmth hecongratulated Cnpt George R Shanton
on his success In maintaining order In
the Canal Zone and In perfecting the
splendid police force under his controlpresident Roosevelt and his nartv
sailed Saturday night at 10 oclock for
Ponce Porto Itico on board the United
States battleship Louisiana
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THE STANDARD OIL CASES

The Biggest Lawsuit in History Months of Careful Preparation

What Will Be the Outcome

At last the great Standard Ojl suit is
instituted The mighty petition in equi-
ty

¬

covering hundreds of printed pages
It was put in typo at the Government
Printing Office and made ready for the
public In book form before the manu-
script

¬

was forwarded to St Louis con-

stitutes
¬

one of the most interesting
documents of the Autumn season A
load was lifted from the shoulders of
Attorney General Moody when he gave
the final word and Special Attorneys
Kellogg and Morrison were furnished
railroad tickets for the Mound City

There never before were such long
and earnest conferences over a Gov-
ernment

¬

suit It is said to be literally
the biggest law case ever filed Little
wonder therefore that the special at-
torneys

¬

worked months in its prepara-
tion

¬

that when they had the evidence
culled and classified the big chiefs of
the Department of Justice scrutinized
their elforts that the big law chiefs in
the Cabinet reviewed the they wouU1 fiKure
work and the conclusions of those who
had toiled in advance of them that
various aspects of the law and the evi-
dence

¬

were analyzed with special care
The present proceeding is a civil one

It docs not threaten imprisonment for
the two Rockefellers II II Rogers
John D Archbold or the three other in-
dividual

¬

defendants named Their per
sonal liberty Is not Imperiled and can-
not

¬

be by this proceeding The suit
has been widely advertised For weeks
the newspapers have been full of the

in spite of efforts at the
Department of Justice to observe se-
crecy

¬

about what was being done
Much news about these preparations
came from the President himself who
felt freer to discuss the plan than did
the many lawyers working for him

It may sound cynical to doubt the
efficacy of the proceeding In equity in-
augurated

¬

under provisions of the
Sherman anti trust law but there is a
strong undercurrent of doubt among the
prominent lawyers of official Washing-
ton

¬

They will not talk for publica
tion of course But the critics are all
pointing to tlie Northern Securities suit
and to tlie beef trust Injunction pro
cecdlngs How many people remember
that only a year ago a civil proceeding
in equity against the beef trust was
brought to a climax when the United
States Supreme Court from whom there
is no earthly appeal In the United
States solemnly decided that the pool
to control the purchase of live stock
was unlawful Yet there was such a
decision under this very same Sherman
anti trust law Has It kept the price
of choice cuts of beef from soaring Into
the cerulean blue Has it reduced the
price of any kind of meat Let the
housewives answer

The Republicans went into the Presi-
dential

¬

election of 1904 with the glori-
ous

¬

decision of the United States Su ¬

preme Court as a leading claim Ju
popular favor Attorney General Kno
had fought that case thru to a finish
and it was supposed to have been a
great victory for the people The Su-
preme

¬

Court declared that the North-
ern

¬

Securities Company as a holding
concern for the stock of the Burlington
Northern Pacific and the Great North-
ern

¬

Railroads was unlawful It has
often been asked since then how that
decision helped the passengers on any
one of those three great Western rail-
roads

¬

or those who shipped freight
They have never admitted any reduc-
tions

¬

In the cost of service performed
for them No one has ever discovered
any such reductions Mr James J
Hill is still the controlling owner in the
three big lines The Northern Securi-
ties

¬

Company to be sure was broken
up but Mr Hill had to find some other
way for holding his properties It sim-
ply

¬

caused him some Inconvenience In
matters of organization And yet no
legal victory in the history of the Re-
public

¬

ever was more powerful as a
vote getter for President Roosevelt

The croakers are now proclaiming
that there will be a similar outcome
with the Standard Oil suit It will
come to a head before the Supreme
Court they say in just about time for
the Republicans to have a fine issue In
the Presidential campaign of 190S Tlie
dear people will hurrah at the spectacle
of a gigantic blow dealt the oil octopus
It will take the dear people two or
three years after the decision has been
rendered to realize that it costs Just as
much as ever to fill the oil can at the
corner grocery It is said to bo fairly
certain that the Government will win
its case as it has won in the Northern
Securities and the Beef Trust injunc-
tion

¬

suits Of course the oil octopus
will groan and writhe if its present or-
ganization

¬

is broken up and the com ¬

bination of the Standard witli 70 other
corporations Is declared unlawful But
the Standard has been thru similar as-
saults

¬

before It has always changed
to some other form of organization
Can it do so again Perhaps It can
with the best legal talent of the coun-
try

¬

at Its command But before that
is brought to the senses of the Amer ¬

ican consumers of oil most of whom
look at the spectacular features of the
Governments attacks rather than at
the material results tho Presidential
election will be passed and the political
asset of a judicial decision realized up
on bo the croakers say and who can
prove thnt there Is not a kernel of
truth In their croakings

THE PRESIDENT SINCERE

He Would Like Very Much to Put
Some Big Trust Alagnates Be-

hind

¬

the Bars Disappointment
at Judge Humphreys Decision

Let it not be said anywhere that
Theodore Roosevelt is not trying to
bust the trusts He is sincerely Ho

and Ills associates may not be unwllllns
to reap any timely political advantage
Tlie President is ono of the shrewdest
of politicians Cosmopolitan as he Is
in politics In campaign days he is in
clincd to be exceedingly loyal to the
party that nominated and elected him
to his high office

In attempting to bust tho trusts
the President is toiling up a mighty
ascent He would like to put some of
the big ones behind the bars His hopes
for that were dashed by the unexpected
decision of District Judge Humphrey in
Chicago about a year ago that the off-
icials

¬

of the Beef Trust were immune
That was a criminal proceeding Had
it succeeded the Government might
have gotten Beef Trust magnates ba
hlnd the bars and then Standard Oil
magnates might have suffered a like
penalty But the decision of the Dis-
trict

¬

Court having been adverse to the
Government there was no appeal Tho
Government is not allowed to appeal

VOL X3

in criminal cases the theory of law
being that the Government is more
powerful than Individual litigants and
therefore the need is less that it should
have the richt to anneal In criminal
cases than that individual litigants
should have that right to appeal Bills
have been Introduced In Congress to
allow fhe Government the right to ap
peal In criminal cases but have not
been enacted into law Perhaps it will
he dnnn tills winter Tf so the Govern
ment would enter UDOn other criminal
proceedings against trust magnates
with more confidence It believes that
the Supreme Court will not sustain
such decisions as that District Judge
Humphrey rendered

The President wanted to take
chance on the criminal prosecution of
the Standard Oil Company but desist-
ed

¬

temporarily at least on the advice
of rood lawvers They are aware of
the uncertainty of convictions on crini
inal charges and arc also aware that
if criminal proceedings were Instituted

Presidents prominently with the

preparations

reading nublic The great civil suit
which the Government is most ceitaln
of winning would be forgotten entirely
and a victory for the Government in it
would not be hailed with acclaim as
the Government hopes it will he about
a year or more from the present date

Much good work in trust busting has
been done but the effective work in
reducing prices is a matter for tne lu

CUBA -

Much of the Trouble Stories Are Cue to

the Annexationists

Secretary of War Taft Is back again
In his giant chair His pre election
wanderings and subsequent inspection
of Army posts in tho far anu
Southwest did not exhaust his supply
of cheer He beamed upon its little
army of officials and settled down to
an attack upon the papers that nad
been mounting high in his absence
There was forthwith new life in the
administration of the Panama Canal of
Cuba and the Philippines as far as
Washington supervision is concerned

Army officers approached the Secre-
tary

¬

with wry faces as to Cuba They
had been absorbing rumors that things
in Cuba were going to the bow wows
Some of them had nearly arranged it
In their own minds that the Liberals
disappointed at not securing offices
were taking to the woods and must be
appeased by an earlier date for the
elections

All that did not disturb the Secre-
tary

¬

Some of Gov Magoons dis ¬

patches have been forwarded to me
while X have been away he obsqrved
They indicated that everything is go-

ing
¬

along at Havana about as usual
Many kinds of discouraging reports

can be had out of Cuba If one goes
where the fickle populace is talking and
plotting But some of tho most alarm-
ing

¬

plots that are talked to day In
Cuba are forgotten by their originators
to morrow The Secretary knows that
conditions arc very discouraging He
told the President so Neither of them
are confident that the efforts to set up
a new and stable Government will suc-
ceed

¬

Of late property owners who
wanted soldiers detailed to guard their
holdings have been disappointed be-

cause
¬

no soldiers are available for that
duty They have made a holler and
it has been heard all the way to Wash-
ington

¬

There has been no particular
reason for their outcry except a desire
for greater security which the presence
of Uncle Sams soldiers would give
Property is In no special jeopardy down
there at present

It is suspected however that the
gloomy reports are a part of the an-
nexation

¬

campaign of which more will
be heard as tho session of Congress
comes on There will be organized ef-
forts

¬

to discredit the movement for a
new Independent Government Millions
of dollars of United States Investments
In Cuba are ready on occasion to shriek
in one tremendous chorus for Imme-
diate

¬

annexation That financial voice
will be powerful It will speak In nu-

merous
¬

devious ways at first as the
opportunity offers because the popular
sentiment just now is averse to an-
nexation

¬

TRAINING FOR THE

PRESIDENCY

So Far It Has Been Within the Paddock

Taft and Fairbanks the Present Favor-

ites

¬

No New iMen in Sight

The training for Presidential honors
in tlie next campaign has thus far been
inside the paddock It will be soon on
the open course There Is yet no de-
clared

¬

candidate The aspirants have
been lying low No manuver could
bring a direct acknowledgment Now
things will quickly change for the
delegate getting season will come anon
There has been a lot of quiet wrestling
for delegates already but it has been
in understandings with State leaders
and in making favorable Impressions
upon voters Little things the known
aspirants have done from timo to time
have Indicated their activities

There has been no long and earnest
campaign for the Presidential nomina ¬

tion of the Republicans since 1S90
That campaign began many months be-
fore

¬

the St Louis Convention It real-
ly

¬

started with the election of the Re
publican House in the 54th Congress
and was in full swing by 1S93 How
McKlnley and Reed came down the
stretch for a while neck and neck and
how Mark Hanna gradually weaned tho
Southern delegates from Reed so that
McKlnley was made an easy winner is
wen remembered McKlnley had prac-
tically

¬

no opposition for rcnomlnation
and the opposition to tho nomination
of Roosevelt four years later altho
noisy and persistent never threatened
to become effective

The outlines of the preliminary strug-
gle

¬

for tho nomination a little more
than a year hence can now bo given
with some accuracy Taft and Forakei
will vie for tho support of Ohio It is
a maxim of poitlcs that a successful
candidate must have his homo StatG
with him If Senator Foraker can grab
Ohios vote from Secretary Taft he will
deal the latter a crushing blow Hence
the certainty of a strenuous fight in
Buckeyedom

The South will be a rich prize Its
delegates as matters size now will de-
termine

¬

the nominee That fact is
likely to be a tower of strength to Vice
President Fairbanks Tho Southern
Republicans seed to be coming the
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Presidents way He had a trf
lal trip to Alabama a few months
The boutherners like him Now

he is going again to the South this
time to open a Midwinter fair In Flor ¬
ida It appears that hi popularity ex ¬

tends to several Southern States and
apparently there Is little doubt that ho
will have a large bunch of Southerndelegates

At this time tlie Vice President and
tho Secretary of War appear as tho
two leading contestants The other as-
pirants

¬
seem to have small chancePerhaps tho situation will change very

materially President Roosevelts atti¬
tude may affect It altho politicians aro
coming gradually to the conviction that
RooseVelt will not have a rcnomlnation
and that it Is useless to urge it

A year from now the two National
Committees will meet in Washington to
fix dates for the nominating conven
tions That is always tho formal open ¬
ing of the Presidential campaign Itquickens the popular interest to tho
fact that the great quadrennial struggle
Is coming

No one expects now that any new
man will figure among the candidates
of the Republican Party Events willnot likely develop new Presidential ma-
terial

¬
Governors of States have occa-

sionally
¬

grown to Presidential size
There are no Republican Governors or
Governors elect who can be countedupon to qualify within the next 1
months Gov eiect Charles E Hughes-
of New York Possibly but it is notprobable The enthusiastic campaign
talk of his availability will be forgotten
In a few weeks Odell was boomed for
the Presidency after hii re election as
Governor So have other New York
Governors been similarly boomed andforgotten It Is almost certain thatthanominee will be from out of the West
where Fairbanks and Taft are now
strenuously grooming

Secretary Tnft nn Official Triuelcr
The Secretary is having manv andvaried experiences as a Cabinet officer

He is the great traveler of the Presi-
dents

¬
official family He mav not havatraveled more miles as a Cabinet officer

than Secretary Shaw has traveled Thelatter has been out on the circuit agreat deal of the time but Secretary
Taft has traveled more widely No man
now connected with the Administration
In a leading official position has seenmore of this country and Its possessions
He has traveled all over the Philippines
and a year ago last Summer made hislong remembered return trip with adistinguished party He has been to
Panama and during the past Autumn
has resided officially In Havana Now
he has concluded a great swing aroundthe circle going into the far Northwest
and down into the great Southwest

The Secretary is a good traveler
Others of his station would prefer mora
ease He takes to the road withoutprotest He travels thousands of miles
on short notice and between times
works on industriously If previous
contact with all sorts and conditions o
men and the holding of a number o
different offices in very different parts
of the globe where the Stars and Stripes
float can qualify one for the Presi ¬
dency as such service ought Secre-tary

¬

Taft has some advantage over his
rivals for 190S

THE NEGRO SOLDIERS

The Order of Disbandment Very

Strongly Criticized in Many

Quarters

By far the biggest flurry of recent
days grows out of the discharge ot
negro soldiers of the 25th U S for theparticipation of some 20 of their num-
ber

¬
in the shooting up of Browns-

ville
¬

Tex It threatens to become im-
portant

¬

politically It is already
wrenching the Presidents popularity
with the negro race Indignation meet-
ings

¬

have been held in New York and
Boston The New York County Re ¬
publican organization has been prompt
to Intercede in the hope that the Presi-
dent

¬
will modify the order he issued

for the discharge of those soldiers
without honor In Boston the negroes
met in Faneuil Hall the cradle of Lib¬
erty and passed condemnatory resolu-
tions

¬
Mayor Fitzgerald was present

the Democrats apparently being willing
to gain a little party advantage out oS
the embarrassment of the Republicans

it snouiu De noted that the order
was Issued by the President who ap ¬
proved In all particulars the recom-
mendations

¬

of Gen Ernest A Garlln
ton the Inspecting officer who at-
tempted

¬

to secure from the negroes
evidence that would convict their of¬
fending comrades The order naturally
would have come from Secretary Taft
but Secretary Taft was away on his
long Northwestern and Southwestern
tour He has disclaimed any responsi-
bility

¬
for it As a matter of fact tha

Secretary refused to have any respon-
sibility

¬
for the order The report ot

Inspector Garlington was on the Sec-
retarys

¬

desk for many days before ha
departed on his speaking tour As a
lawyer he was keen enough to seo tha
questions that could be raised against
the action recommended by Gen Gar-
lington

¬

who it might be said in pass ¬
ing is a native of South Carolina and
was appointed to the Military Academy
from Georgia The Secretary was also
wary enough as a politician to keep his
hands oft the case

The Secretarys aversion might not
altogether save him should he be a
Presidential nominee for it could bo
said that lie did not resist tho issuanco
of the order which could be considered
as his prerogative-- as Secretary of War

The officers of the War Department
as a rule stand firmly with the PresU
dent in the matter They do not as a
rule like colored soldiers and would
like to sec them eliminated from tho
Army

The Presidents action will figure In
debates of Congress this Winter Thero
are lawmakers who will want to go on
record regarding it There are Repub-
licans

¬
who will want to snuare them

selves with their negro constituents by
a show of Indignation at tho order

The JnnTHl Innil Oltlot
Theres somo tnllc goluir around that

President Roosevelt will nsk Represen ¬

tative Lneey of Iowa Chairman of tho
House Committee on Public Lands to
succeed Commissioner Richards of tha
General Land Olllce on March 4 when
Mr Lacoys term will expire and when
Commissioner Richards 1ms arranged
tt go out It Is tho general belief
around tho Interior Department that
Mr Lncey wilt bo offered and will ac-
cept

¬

the position It is not understood
that tho President has taken any steps
In the matter as yet particularly as at
tho time he left Washington for Pan ¬

ama It was not positively known that
Mr Lacey had been defeated for re-
election

¬

But It Is pointed out that tha
selection of Mr Lacey would be qulta
natural Inasmuch as the President Is
known to be Jooklng for a land expert
to succeed Mr Richards and Mr Lacey
probably knows more about tho sub ¬

ject of public lends than anybody els
now available


